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Qaeda ties and a brutal disregard for
human life. A third American, Guil-
lermo Sobero of California, was also
taken hostage and subsequently be-
headed in June by the terrorists.

Martin and Gracia are all that re-
mains of the group of 21 hostages taken
in May. It has been 8 long months for
them and their family, especially their
three young children, Jeff, Mindy and
Zach. The Burnhams have lost consid-
erable weight and have suffered from
malaria, artillery wounds, eye infec-
tions and numerous sores and cuts.

I ask my fellow Members of Congress
and my fellow Americans to pray for
the safe and swift release of Martin and
Gracia Burnham from this endless
nightmare.

f

CALLING FOR A FREEZE ON
FURTHER TAX CUTS

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, there
will be a unique opportunity today to
do more than pass a birthday resolu-
tion for President Reagan. Students of
history will remember that massive
tax cuts passed in the first year of
President Ronald Reagan’s term. Just 1
year later, as deficits began to grow,
President Reagan showed his mettle by
joining with a Republican Senate and a
Democratic House to pass into law the
Tax Equity and Fiscal Responsibility
Act of 1982, raising taxes in the face of
a deficit. And then he signed into law
several other tax increases, including
the Deficit Reduction Act of 1984.

But today the Republican President
and the Republican House leaders do
not have the vision and the gumption
of the former President. The same day
that they will pass his birthday resolu-
tion, they are going to also pass a reso-
lution saying despite the huge and
mounting deficits just like in the first
term of President Reagan, they are
going to hold steady to the huge tax in-
creases tilted toward the wealthiest in
this country.

It would be more appropriate and
more fitting to recognize the spirit and
the leadership of Ronald Reagan by ad-
mitting you were wrong and rescinding
or freezing further tax cuts and dealing
with the deficit honestly in this House.

f

CONGRESSIONAL SPENDING

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, keeping the
American people safe is our govern-
ment’s most important duty. We are
spending billions of dollars to fight ter-
rorism and to keep the homeland se-
cure. In addition, the recession has
cost the government billions more in
lost revenue. These things are unavoid-
able. And it looks like, after passing
four balanced budgets in a row, the
first time in 40 years, that we will

again run a budget deficit this next
year.

But even with all of this necessary
spending, we should put plans in place
now to return to a balanced budget as
soon as we can. We have worked too
hard to start paying off the debt to
give up now.

In his State of the Union Address,
President Bush urged us to limit spend-
ing so we can return to surpluses in a
year or 2.

So let us fully fund the war on ter-
rorism, let us make sure our airports
and power plants are secure, and if the
other body ever passes the stimulus
package, let us make it law right away.
But when it comes to other things, we
need to tighten our belt and rein in
spending. That is the only way we will
stay on track and pay off the public
debt. We have paid down over half a
trillion dollars in debt already. Let us
pay off the rest as soon as we can.

f

WELFARE BILL REAUTHORIZATION

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Over 30 years ago,
Mr. Speaker, I was a single mom with
three small children, and even though I
was working, I needed AFDC, welfare,
to add to my income for health care,
child care and food stamps.

When Congress passed welfare reform
in 1996, I warned that getting women
off the welfare rolls and into dead-end
jobs would not be enough, especially if
we had a downturn in the economy.
The goal of welfare must be to break
the cycle of poverty, not just get
women jobs that pay slightly above
minimum wage.

Under the welfare reauthorization
that is before us this year, education
must count as work so we can help re-
cipients gain access to training and
education so that they can improve
their economic future and the future
for their children. But without skills,
the skills needed for a job, a job that
pays a livable wage, and the knowledge
that their children are getting good
child care while they are away at work,
moms will have a hard time suc-
ceeding.

f

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET—MEET-
ING THE GOALS OF OUR TIME

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, America
faces a unique moment in history. Our
Nation is at war, our homeland was at-
tacked, and our economy is in reces-
sion. The President’s budget meets the
requirements of victory and the test of
responsibility. The President’s budget
holds government accountable for re-
sults that address these priorities of
the American people: Winning the war
on terrorism, strengthening protec-

tions of our homeland, and revitalizing
our economy and creating jobs.

What his budget does is increase
spending, nearly doubles homeland se-
curity spending, and provides imme-
diate assistance to workers who have
lost their jobs, while holding the
growth in spending for programs out-
side of defense and homeland security
to the cost of living. His budget pro-
vides significant funding increases for
important priorities like health care,
prescription drugs, education, the envi-
ronment, agriculture and retirement
security, and returns to budget sur-
pluses within 2 to 3 years, if Congress
adheres to the President’s call for fis-
cal responsibility.

Mr. Speaker, this budget is an impor-
tant step forward to protect this coun-
try.

f

TANF REAUTHORIZATION

(Mrs. MINK of Hawaii asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker,
this year we will be working on the re-
authorization of the Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families, known as
TANF. It was a rewrite of the welfare
law that we had previously enacted
called Aid to Dependent Children. One
of the major differences of the two con-
cepts was in the old bill we cared about
what happened to the families and to
the children. That was our primary
purpose. Under TANF it is a 5-year re-
stricted cash assistance to families
with the primary emphasis on going to
work.

What has happened is that the rolls
of welfare have dropped, but poverty
has remained the same. What we are
trying to do in the bill that I have in-
troduced which has 57 sponsors is to
put the emphasis on caregiving. It has
always been the high principle of Con-
gress to say families count first, the re-
sponsibilities of families to nurture
their own children. We want to put
that at the top, as the emphasis of this
new reauthorization: caring for chil-
dren, allowing parents to stay home to
care for their small children and giving
them support to build their families’
economic future through education.
Education must count and be equiva-
lent to work.

f

PRESIDENT REAGAN’S LEGACY

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, mark your
calendar. It is official. I have, in fact,
as of this date and this hour heard ev-
erything: President Ronald Wilson
Reagan on the occasion of his 91st
birthday used as an example in the
House of Representatives as a tax in-
creaser in America and as an example
of someone who believed in the virtue
of tax increases.
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